ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


::  FOR  1918. 


LTjo  the  Chairman  and  ‘TJlembers  of  ihe  ‘Bfachrod 


Q5i$trict  Councif. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  condition  of  your  District  for  the  year  1918. 

Birthrate. — During  1918  there  have  been  registered  in  the 
district  78  births  (39  males,  39  females),  giving  a birthrate  of  20'5 
per  1,000  of  population.  This  is  an  increase  on  last  year’s  figure 
which  was  i6-8,  and  remarkably  low.  The  average  for  the  last 
10  years  is  24-8. 

Deathrate. — We  have  had  70  deaths  of  Blackrod  residents 
(civilians  only,  of  course).  The  deathrate  is  20^7  per  1,000  of 
population.  This  is  higher  than  last  year’s  number  which  was 
i4‘8.  The  average  for  the  last  10  years  is  i3'3- 

Causes  of  Death  : 


Zymotic  Diseases — Diarrhoea  ...  3 

Non-Tuberculous — Bronchitis  ...  4 

Disease  of  Lungs — Pneumonia  ...  8 


Phthisis 

Tubercular  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  diseases  ... 


3 


1 


i 


Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  i 

Diptheria  and  Croup  ...  ...  i 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  15 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rheumatic  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Organic  Heart  disease  ...  4 

Congenital  Debility  ...  ...  4 

Other  defined  diseases  ...  19 

Total  from  all  .causes  ...  70 


Infant  Mortality  . — There  were  10  deaths  of  Infants  under 
1 year  out  of  78  births,  which  gives  a death  rate  of  128  per  1,000 
births,  a little  lower  than  last  year’s  number  which  was  134.  The 
average  for  the  last  10  years  is  1 18. 

Causes  of  Infants’  Deaths. — Pneumonia  2,  Diarrhoea  3, 
Dyspepsia  1,  Congenital  Debility  2,  Premature  Birth  1,  Influenza  1. 
— Total  10. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. — During  the  year  59 
cases  of  Infectious  disease  were  notified,  including  40  Measles, 
5 Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  1 Scarlet  Fever,  9 other  Tuberculous 
diseases,  3 Diptheria,  1 Erysipelas Total  59. 

There  was  an  unusual  number  of  Tubercular  diseases 
notified,  but  the  other  numbers,  excluding  measles,  are  remarkably 

low. 

Of  the  40  measles  cases  10  were  notified  in  April  and  26  in 
May.  The  epidemic  was  short,  and  no  more  cases  occured  after 
May  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  The  Schools  were  closed 
for  a short  time  whilst  the  epidemic  lasted.  An  Influenza  epidemic 
started  fin  June  and  kept  on  during  the  remainder  of  the  year; 
easing  off  at  times  and  then  recurring.  The  worst  months  being 
June  and  November.  The  cases  were  very  severe,  many  of  them 
developing  into  pneumonias. 


Two  cases  of  Infectious  disease  were  removed  to  Hospital 
during  the  year,  one  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  Diptheria. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  District.— This  is  fairly  satisfactory. 
No  new  property  has  been  built  during  the  year.  The  Council 
purpose  building  25  houses,  with  8 as  a first  instalment.  Owing  to 
w?ar  conditions,  no  alterations  have  taken  place  under  Section  15  of 
the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act.  It  is  proposed  to  carry  out 
a number  of  improvements  to  certain  property  as  soon  as  materials 
and  labour  are  available.  No  conversions  of  closets  have  taken 
place  for  similar  reasons,  and  also  a limited  water  supply. 

Number  of  Houses  in  the  District— 859— 12  empty. 
Conveniences  in  the  District. 


Privy  closets  ... 
Flush  water  closets 
Slop  closets 
Ashpits... 
Galvanised  bins 
Pails 

Wood  ash  bins 


373 

363 

38 

264 

342 

23 

24 


Notices  have  been  served  as  follows — 

Stopped  drains  ... 

Damp  houses 
Defective  roofs  ... 

Water  in  cellar  ... 

Broken  closet  pedestal  ... 
Dangerous  colliery  shaft 
Dangerous  walls  ... 

Dangerous  chimneys 

Lack  of  closet  accommodation  ... 


2 


2 


2 


5 


1 


2 


1 


1 


2 


Total  18. 


Inspection  of  Workshops. 

Collieries  ...  3 Weaving  Sheds  ...  4 

Bleachworks  4 Small  Workshops ...  10 


Smoke  Observations  havte  been  taken  on  six  occasions — 
without  cause  for  complaint. 

The  Sewage  Effluent  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

All  houses  were  disinfected  after  cases  of  Infectious 
disease. 

Water  supply  is  excellent  in  character,  but  a further  supply 
will  be  necessary  in  dry  weather  for  conversion  of  privies. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  inspected,  and  limewashing 
and  cleansing  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  No  structural 
alterations  have  been  made. 

Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses. —There  are  no  public 
ones.  The  private  ones  are  clean  and  satisfactory. 

The  general  health  has  been  only  moderate  during  the  year, 
and  much  sickness  has  prevailed. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 


J.  W.  UNSWORTH, 

Medical  Officer  oj  Health. 


